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RE: HOUSE BILL NO. 1980 RELATING TO TAXATION 

 

Chair Oshiro, Vice Chair Lee, and Members of the Committee: 

 

The Chamber of Commerce of Hawaii (“Chamber”) supports HB 1300 relating to Taxation.  We 

appreciate the committee for scheduling this bill.  

 

The Chamber is the largest business organization in Hawaii, representing more than 1,100 

businesses. Approximately 80% of our members are small businesses with less than 20 

employees. As the “Voice of Business” in Hawaii, the organization works on behalf of its 

members, which employ more than 200,000 individuals, to improve the state’s economic climate 

and to foster positive action on issues of common concern.  

 

This measure reestablishes the last of the month as the deadline for filing and payment of general 

excise taxes.  

 

In the 2009 Legislature, the Chamber did not support Act 196 because of the impact it would 

have had on small businesses. We believed the measure would have essentially amount to a one-

time tax increase and create additional administrative burdens for business, which in turn, will 

impose additional costs.  

 

Businesses are already struggling to stay afloat. Merely keeping up with operating expenses is 

difficult, especially for small businesses. Therefore, we appreciate the committee for considering 

a measure that will reestablish the end of the month as the filing deadline as it will remove an 

unnecessary administrative complexity. Furthermore, we believe electronic filing will make it 

more efficient for businesses to timely file and pay their taxes.  

 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony. 


